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Local News

MADD kicks off summer awareness campaign
with signs at arrest locations
The signs will move every other week to new locations where police have laid an
impaired driving charge.
Thia James
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Bonnie Stevenson puts up an "impaired driver caught here" sign for the launch of MADD's mobile sign awareness campaign.
Photo taken in Saskatoon, Sask. on Friday, April 1, 2022. PHOTO BY MICHELLE BERG /Saskatoon StarPhoenix

Mothers Against Drunk Driving’s Saskatoon chapter has started its summer campaign to put signs up at
location where people have been charged with impaired driving.
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It’s meant to show the public that impaired driving can happen at any place, at any time of day.

MADD Saskatoon president Bonny Stevenson said everything the group does is aimed at creating
awareness about the role everyone plays in reducing impaired driving.

Through its RID (report impaired drivers) program, MADD encourages people to call 911 if they see
someone they suspect is driving under the influence, she said.

“We’re trying to empower everyone to know that they can help us with this campaign.”

In Saskatoon, this will be the third summer MADD has run this particular campaign. MADD chapters in
Estevan, Meadow Lake, Prince Albert, Regina and — for the first time — Moose Jaw will put up signs
marking where driver have been criminally charged. The locations will change every other week, based
on where arrests are made.

The program represents a partnership with municipal police and Saskatchewan Government Insurance.
SGI said in an emailed statement that the signs are an important part of the RID campaign, which “saves
lives and prevents needless tragedies on our roads.”

On Friday, the Saskatoon chapter posted about 30 signs around the city for the kickoff. One of the
locations is the intersection where Stevenson’s son, 17-year-old Quinn, was struck and killed on his way
to work by an impaired driver.

A list of locations and times when police charged impaired drivers — provided by MADD to media —
shows police laid charges at different times of the day and in different parts of the city in February.

Stevenson’s message is always to plan a safe ride home.

“I S k t th ’ j t b l t l f t t b hi d th h l if ’ b
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“In Saskatoon, there’s just absolutely no reason for you to ever get behind the wheel if you’ve been
drinking. There’s so many easy choices (for) getting a safe ride home,” she said.

Bonnie Stevenson puts up an “impaired driver caught here” sign for the launch of MADD’s mobile sign awareness campaign. The
signs will move around every other week to different locations where impaired drivers are arrested. PHOTO BY MICHELLE BERG
/Saskatoon StarPhoenix
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