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Saskatchewan /  Local News

SGI says impairment was leading factor in 87
collision deaths in 2021
Saskatchewan, for a second year in a row, reported 87 traffic fatalities, including
nine pedestrians.
Thia James
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For a second year in a row, collisions on Saskatchewan's road cost 87 people their lives, new data from the provincial insurer
shows. Getty Images

For a second year in a row, collisions on Saskatchewan’s road cost 87 people their lives, new data from
the provincial insurer shows.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW
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Saskatchewan Government Insurance reported the preliminary statistics on Wednesday, calling it a
“continuation of the long-term downward trend in road fatalities” in the province. The lowest number of
collision-related fatalities on record since the 1950s is 71, reported in 2019.
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Data courtesy of SGI. Released Jan. 19, 2022.

The data also shows that impairment, speeding, distracted driving and not wearing a seatbelt were the
top safety concerns, SGI said in its media release.

Investigations into 68 collisions resulting in 74 deaths have been completed thus far. SGI found driver
impairment was a factor in 22 deaths, driver distraction or lack of attention was a factor in 16 deaths and
speeding was a factor in 17 deaths.

It found that in more than one-third of vehicle occupant deaths — at least 19 out of 53, as the seatbelt
status for four victims is not known — the victim was either not wearing a seatbelt or was not properly
restrained.

Minister responsible for SGI Don Morgan said he has a strong message for people considering driving
impaired: just don’t do it.

He said one of the most effective ways of getting the message across about impaired driving is
impounding vehicles at the scene when people are caught doing it a second or third time. He noted
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increased fines, greater enforcement, check stops, and public awareness are among the measures taken
to reduce impaired driving.

“We’re going to continue with that enforcement and do everything we can to drive those numbers down,”
he said.

Among those who were killed were 44 drivers, 12 vehicle passengers, nine pedestrians, five all-terrain
vehicle users (four drivers, one passenger), one cyclist and one snowmobiler, according to figures
provided by SGI.

Morgan called the number of pedestrian killed last year worrisome. He said the province is working with
municipalities to have better markings for crosswalks and better lit streets.

SGI provided information about the location of each fatality recorded last year. Two were in Saskatoon;
for two others, the nearest community to the site of the collision was also Saskatoon, according to SGI’s
data.

Within Regina, five fatal collisions were recorded; for two others, the city was the community nearest to
the collision site. Regina was also the community with the highest number of collisions reported within
its boundaries.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW
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In the “in/near” column in the table provided by SGI, “1” means in the community listed and “2” means
the community listed is the closest community to the collision site.

tjames@postmedia.com

The news seems to be flying at us faster all the time. From COVID-19 updates to politics and crime and
everything in between, it can be hard to keep up. With that in mind, the Saskatoon StarPhoenix has
created an Afternoon Headlines newsletter that can be delivered daily to your inbox to help make sure
you are up to date with the most vital news of the day. Click here to subscribe.
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Accident Date # Killed
INNEAR Community Name
08.01.2021 1 2
LLOYDMINSTER
20.01.2021 1 2 ESTEVAN
21.01.2021 1 2 LONE ROCK
27.01.2021 1 1 REGINA
03.02.2021 1 1 REGINA
20.02.2021 1 2 REGINA
21.02.2021 1 1 BUFFALO
NARROWS
21.02.2021 1 2 CARLYLE
23.02.2021 1 1 SASKATOON
04.03.2021 1 2 TISDALE
07.03.2021 1 2 PRINCE
ALBERT
14.03.2021 1 2 PAYNTON
19.03.2021 1 2
MONTMARTRE
27.03.2021 1 2 SPIRITWOOD
29.03.2021 1 2 CHAPLIN06.04.2021 1 2 KINDERSLEY
22.04.2021 1 2 DUFF
25.04.2021 1 2 ONION
LAKE
01.05.2021 1 2 KHEDIVE
05.05.2021 1 1 MOOSE
JAW
06.05.2021 1 2
LANGENBURG
30.05.2021 1 2 KAMSACK
31.05.2021 1 1 REGINA
09.06.2021 1 1 KINDERSLEY
18.06.2021 1 2 WADENA
18.06.2021 1 2 LUMSDEN
02.07.2021 1 2 QU'APPELLE
02.07.2021 1 2 WATROUS
10.07.2021 1 2 SASKATOON
18.07.2021 1 2 CARROT
RIVER
24.07.2021 1 2 BIG RIVER
29.07.2021 2 2 FISKE
30.07.2021 1 2 REGINA
04.08.2021 1 2 LA LOCHE
08.08.2021 1 2 HUMBOLDT
11.08.2021 1 2 PRINCE
ALBERT
12.08.2021 1 2 PELLY19.08.2021 1 2 CARMEL
20.08.2021 1 2 PRINCE
ALBERT25.08.2021 1 1 TRAMPING
LAKE
25.08.2021 1 2 ALSASK26.08.2021 1 2
LLOYDMINSTER
30.08.2021 1 2 LA LOCHE
31.08.2021 1 2 SASKATOON
03.09.2021 1 2 INSINGER05.09.2021 2 2 BIG RIVER
09.09.2021 1 1 SASKATOON
09.09.2021 1 2 WADENA
10.09.2021 1 2 SNOWDEN
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Saskatoon StarPhoenix Afternoon Headlines

We deliver the local news you need in these turbulent times on weekdays at 3 p.m.

Email Address

youremail@email.com

By clicking on the sign up button you consent to receive the above newsletter from Postmedia Network Inc. You may unsubscribe any time by clicking on the
unsubscribe link at the bottom of our emails. Postmedia Network Inc. | 365 Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3L4 | 416-383-2300

Sign Up

TRENDING

How successful was Saskatchewan's vaccine mandate in boosting jabs?1
Made-in-Canada rocker lands Jagmeet Singh in ethical trouble2
Moe doubles down on Omicron being less severe (Inside the Marble Palace)3
Board members seize control of Lighthouse; director put on leave4
Tank: Video of girl's tragic death in Saskatoon sparks justice call5

https://thestarphoenix.com/news/local-news/how-successful-was-saskatchewans-vaccine-mandate-in-boosting-jabs
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/politics/made-in-canada-rocker-lands-jagmeet-singh-in-ethical-trouble/wcm/22ae159e-0ded-4787-9b69-8c42a3ff8b9f
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/local-news/moe-doubles-down-on-omicron-being-less-severe-inside-the-marble-palace/wcm/d326d3aa-0583-4ba8-b2ac-0f6ea624b2f2
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/saskatchewan/board-members-seize-control-of-lighthouse-director-put-on-leave
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/local-news/tank-video-of-girls-tragic-death-in-saskatoon-leaves-questions


1/20/22, 7:23 AM Impaired driving, distractions among top causes of traffic fatalities | The Star Phoenix

https://thestarphoenix.com/news/local-news/sgi-says-impairment-was-leading-factor-in-87-collision-deaths-in-2021?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium… 8/9

on the site. We ask you to keep your comments relevant and respectful. We have enabled email
notifications—you will now receive an email if you receive a reply to your comment, there is an update to
a comment thread you follow or if a user you follow comments. Visit our Community Guidelines for
more information and details on how to adjust your email settings.
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